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ñThe past is to be respected 

and acknowledged, but not 

worshipped; it is our future 

in which we will find our 

greatness.ò Pierre Trudeau  

Sherin 

BIO celebrated 50 years of  

science excellence and com-

munity at a gala celebration in 

the William Ford Auditorium 

on 25 October 2012  with the 

parade of members of the 

original staff from 25 October 

1962, dignitaries, music and 

the presentation of awards for 

outstanding projects in each 

decade of BIOôs history. 

Clockwise from top: Honourees 

piped into the Ford Auditorium;  

Ardith Ford (left), wife of William 

Ford, and Alain Vezina unveil the 

tribute to Dr. William Ford that will 

hang in the Ford Auditorium; Digni-

taries present (from left) Alain Vezi-

na (Director of Science, DFO BIO), Kevin Stringer (ADM Science, DFO), Faith Scattalon 

(RDG DFO Maritimes), The Honourable Gail Shea (A/Minister, DFO), Karen Ellis (Assoc. 

DM, NRCan), Stephen Locke (Director, GSC Atlantic, BIO) and Capt. Real Brisson (Maritime 

Forces Atlantic); The Honourable Gail Shea unveils the BIO 50th Anniversary plaque. 
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SOME HONOUREES AND AWARD WINNERS 

Thirty five of the original BIO staff who were on hand for the opening of the Bedford Institute of Oceanography 

on 25 October 1962 attended the Institute`s 50th Anniversary Gala celebration.  

Top from left: Rod Desborough, Bill Hart, David Benson, Brad Blackford; Bottom from left: Rosena Jackson  (ne® Mannette), Des and 

Madalion  Dobson, and Burt Smith. 

The BIO 50th Anniversary Team (Crystal) Awards for Outstanding BIO Projects were handed out at the Gala to 

celebrate the innovative accomplishments of scientific and technical staff during the first 50 years of BIO research 

studies. These teams were recognized by their peers for the excellence of their research projects and innovation that 

greatly expanded knowledge and understanding of ocean environments. A total of 30 projects were recognized.  

From left, 1962-1972 Award winners: Peter Wadhams (left centre) and Bernard Pelletier (right centre) representing �+�X�G�V�R�Q 70 flanked by 

Karen Ellis (Assoc. DM, NRCan, left) and Kevin Stringer (ADM-DFO, right), and 2002-2012 Award winner: Tanya Worcester (centre) 

representing the project Discovery Science in Support of the Gully Marine Protected Area. 


