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ñDon't work through lunchò  

Glen Morton 2016 Beluga Award Winner 

Sherin 

Glen Morton was presented with the 16th Beluga Award by Penny Doherty, 

Chair of the BIO-OA Beluga Award Committee, to a packed audience of 

friends and co-workers in the William Ford Auditorium at BIO on 26 May 

2016. 

Two tributes were presented. One delivered by a ñhologramò of Tim Lambert 

who praised Glen for his enthusiasm and the interesting ways Glen has dealt 

with scientists' crazy ideas. Glen often said, ñLeave it to me. I'll get back to 

you.ò And he did. Glen's one fault according to Tim was having a hard time 

saying no. Tim extolled Glen's community spirit. ñCommunity spirit is fostered 

by positive people like Glenò he said. Glen always had time for the community, 

often with one or two students in tow, not only instilling technical skills but 

also personal skills. Glen's work on a large list of technical instruments put BIO 

on the map for instrument development, as he always used a different but sim-

ple methodology. However, he didn't have a vivid imagination for naming his 

Penny Doherty, Chair of the BIO-OA Beluga Award Committee, presents the 2016 Beluga 

Award to Glen Morton.  
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designs. For example, there was BOSS, Son of BOSS 

and Brother of BOSS. 

The second citation was delivered by Monica Bravo. 

She called Glen a great mentor who built up her confi-

dence and taught her how to use many instruments and 

how to use them safely. He helped her make connec-

tions at BIO and was always a good sounding board for 

ideas. He was engaged in social activities at BIO espe-

cially when they involved music and food. Glen appar-

ently had a weakness for cookies and rhubarb-

strawberry crumble. 

The tributes were followed by the presentation of the 

Beluga Award by Penny Doherty, Chair of the BIO-OA 

Beluga Award Committee.  

Glen took the podium and started off his speech with the 

comment that there were too many superheroes and that 

they had degenerated to the point that they mostly 

fought amongst themselves. He suggested there was a 

true Canadian superhero Captain Beluga who solved 

problems not with extraordinary powers but with pa-

tience, fairness, diplomacy, hard work,  integrity and a 

firm handshake. He thanked Warren Joyce for nominat-

ing him and everyone that provided letters of support. 

He thanked the workers in the machine and welding 

shops because he said, ñYou can't sample mud with a 

design on the computer screen.ò He very rarely dreaded 

coming to work as a mechanical design technologist un-

less it was a day when he was sailing on a ship. His job 

Photos: clockwise from top left: Penny Doherty, Chair of the 

BIO-OA Beluga Award Committee, speaks to the significance  of 

the Beluga Award; Tim Lambert extolls the virtues of Glen via 

video; and Monica Bravo delivers her tribute to Glen. 


